The use of a lymphatic bridge in the management of head and neck lymphoedema.
Severe progressive lymphoedema of the whole of the head and neck is almost always due to the combined effects of surgery and radiotherapy, compounded by repeated infections or recurrent tumour. The condition is difficult to control, and manual lymphatic drainage is the mainstay of management. We present a case of progressive lymphoedema following treatment for an occult squamous carcinoma of the head and neck, and describe the use of a lymphatic bridge to drain the facial tissue.